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Dear Friends and Supporters,

This fall, we’re particularly excited to share a new report featuring case studies 
from our institutional strengthening work with our Indigenous partners across 
Central and South America and beyond. These stories demonstrate what’s 
possible when trust is at the core of long-term partnerships with Indigenous 
organizations. 

The report offers practical ways to overcome the technical, cultural, and 
administrative barriers that too often block funding from reaching communities. 
Rainforest Foundation US (RFUS) helps bridge these gaps. We offer support 
around eligibility, compliance, fiscal accountability, and capacity-strengthening, 
so that Indigenous institutions can manage large grants directly and sustainably. 
Developed in collaboration with our partners, these case studies illustrate how 
this approach can rebalance power dynamics and open pathways to urgently-
needed climate finance.

Why does this matter so much? Because Indigenous peoples safeguard over a 
third of the world’s tropical forests, yet receive less than 1% of international 
climate finance. Shifting that disparity is essential if we are to protect our last 
great forests and stabilize our climate. 

We’re also proud to share progress in our land titling efforts in Peru. A new 
two-year project will secure land rights for 41 Urarina communities and protect 
550,000 acres of rainforest, an area nearly three times the size of New York City. 

As we approach year-end, I invite you to stand with us and the communities 
leading the fight for our planet. Together, we are building a future where forests 
thrive, Indigenous peoples’ rights are respected, and our climate sustains life for 
generations to come.

With deep gratitude,

Suzanne Pelletier
Executive Director

Rainforest Foundation US

http://rainforestfoundation.org/?segmentCode=NWLQ325WB


SECURING THE FUTURE OF 41 FOREST COMMUNITIES
In the remote Chambira-Marañón 
region of the Peruvian Amazon, 41 
Indigenous Urarina communities 
are leading a historic effort to 
protect their ancestral lands. With 
support from RFUS, Rainforest 
Trust, AIDESEP, and the Regional 
Government of Loreto, they have 
begun a two-year journey to 
secure legal title over 550,000 
acres of dense rainforest—an area 
nearly three times the size of New 
York City. 

For generations, these com-
munities have been the forest’s 
frontline defenders. Legal 
recognition now gives them 
the power to defend their ter-
ritories against illegal logging, 

extractive industries, and other 
destructive external pressures. 
This effort builds on RFUS’s proven 
land-titling model: Communities 
map their ancestral boundaries, 
strengthen their governance, and 
use real-time monitoring tools like 
Rainforest Alert to detect threats. 

“This project is a historic milestone. 
For decades, we have protected 

Part of the Titling Brigade team who will conduct the necessary field work to map and demarcate communities to 
secure land rights. Image Credit: Rainforest Foundation USOctober 2025
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HOW RFUS IS MAKING CLIMATE FINANCE REACH THE RAINFORESTS’ 
BEST PROTECTORS
Indigenous peoples protect over 
a third of the world’s tropical 
forests yet receive less than 1% 
of international climate finance. 
A new series of case studies 
from RFUS reveals how that can 
change. The report shares four 
examples from Guyana, Peru, Me-
soamerica, and a global Indige-
nous alliance. Each demonstrates 
how long-term support and trust-
ed partnerships can help commu-
nities overcome funding barriers 
and take action to protect their 
lands and strengthen their rights. 

In Guyana, two Indigenous-led 
organizations went from being 
under-resourced to managing 
over $7 million in funding for their 
work. In Mesoamerica, a regional 
alliance created a new fund that 
reached 200 communities with A man in a canoe in front a Sumauma tree (Ceiba pentandra) flooded by the waters of the Rio Negro river in the Amazon rainforest. 

Image Credit: Adobe Stock

grants to protect their forests. 
In Peru, a partnership between  
RFUS and the Inter-Ethnic Asso-
ciation for the Development of 
the Peruvian Rainforest (AIDES-
EP) helped deliver 26 Indigenous 
land titles in record time. And 
internationally, the Global Alli-
ance of Territorial Communities 
(GATC) expanded from one major 
donor to twelve, representing 

35 million forest peoples on the 
world stage. These stories offer a 
roadmap for climate justice: Sup-
port Indigenous peoples to build 
strong institutions on their terms, 
and ensure funding reaches 
those protecting the planet’s last 
great forests.
Read more.

our territories without the neces-
sary legal backing, without legal 
security. Titling means securing 
our future, defending our forest, 
and keeping alive the relationship 
we have always had with our 
ancestral lands,” Jorge Pérez 
Rubio, president of AIDESEP said. 
Read more. 

https://rainforestfoundation.org/our-work/what-we-do/rainforest-alert/?segmentCode=NWLQ325WB
https://rainforestfoundation.org/how-climate-finance-can-reach-indigenous-peoples-and-local-communities/?segmentCode=NWLQ325WB
https://rainforestfoundation.org/a-new-chapter-for-indigenous-land-protection-in-the-peruvian-amazon/?segmentCode=NWLQ325WB


Throughout the event, Indigenous women were at the heart of the dialogue. Image Credit: AIDESEP
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INDIGENOUS SOLUTIONS TO A GROWING CRISIS
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As fires and droughts intensify 
in the Amazon, Indigenous 
communities are responding 
with strategies rooted in ances-
tral knowledge and collective 
action from their territories. 
Delegations from over eight 
Indigenous peoples gathered 
in Moyobamba, northern Peru, 
to exchange experiences and 
co-create adaptation strategies 
to address the growing impacts 
of climate change on their lands 
and livelihoods.
 

“For us, exchanging 
knowledge among 
different communities 
and Indigenous peoples is 
essential. Each community 
has their own perspective, 
way of thinking, and 
way of living. By sharing 
and communicating, we 
can prevent large-scale 
damage from fires and 
droughts.”

– Francisco Hernández Cayetano, 
president of the Federation of 
Ticuna and Yahuas Communities 
of Bajo Amazonas (FECOTYBA)

A man in a canoe in front a Sumauma tree (Ceiba pentandra) flooded by the waters of the Rio Negro river in the Amazon rainforest. 
Image Credit: Adobe Stock

Delegations from at least eight Indigenous peoples gathered to co-create a climate adaptation strategy.  Image Credit: AIDESEP

The gathering, organized by 
RFUS’s partner AIDESEP, brought 
together Indigenous women 
leaders, technical experts, 
and territorial organizations. 
Conversations focused on: 
preventing and controlling fires, 
strengthening territorial gover-
nance, advancing Indigenous-led 
economies, and securing direct 
access to climate finance. The 
result was a concrete step for-
ward—a draft National Strategy 
for Indigenous Adaptation to 
Fires, Droughts, and the Climate 
Crisis. 

RFUS supports this work by 
strengthening territorial monitor-
ing and direct funding systems. 
Through our Rainforest Alert 
program, Indigenous forest 
patrollers receive training and 
tools to detect threats and now 
respond to climate emergen-
cies like fires. RFUS also helps 
strengthen organizational 
capacity, helping partners access 
and manage climate finance on 
their own terms. 
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On October 9, people across the 
country came together for DAF Day, 
a national day of giving during which 
supporters champion their favorite 
causes with their Donor-Advised 
Funds, which are tax-advantaged 
charitable giving accounts.

DAF giving is the fastest-growing 
way to support nonprofits like RFUS, 
yet many DAFs sit idle. If you missed 
DAF day, and already have a DAF, your 
philanthropic dollars are just waiting to 
make an impact and keep carbon-rich 
rainforests standing! 

Learn more and make a gift from your 
DAF here: https://frwill.link/3UukyCE

There are many other ways to support 
RFUS’s work that also reduce your tax 
burden: stock donations, qualified 
charitable distributions (QCDs) from 
your individual retirement account 
(IRA), and crypto donations. 

Learn more at www.rainforestfoundation.org/give, and if you have 
any questions, please don’t hesitate to reach out to giving@rainforestus.org. 
We’d love to hear from you!

mailto:giving@rainforestus.org
https://frwill.link/3UukyCE 
http://www.rainforestfoundation.org/give?segmentCode=NWLQ325WB

